
 

 

Greetings Pastors and Church Leaders, 

 
In 1909, Ernest and Lewis Eaton had hoped to welcome students to their new educational venture,                         

Billings Polytechnic Institute (BPI), the first postsecondary institution in Billings and current site of Rocky Mountain 

College. Unfortunately, construction delays forced them to postpone the opening. During the fall of 1909,        

students took classes downtown until the buildings could be finished. In January 1910, the campus was finally ready, 

and students, faculty, and staff loaded hay wagons and made their way to the College’s current location.                   

They arrived cold, tired, and hungry; when they went to the dining hall for dinner, they discovered that the electricity 

had not been turned on so they ate their first meal on campus by candlelight. The students decided it was an event 

worth commemorating. Rocky Mountain College has celebrated Candlelight Dinner every winter since 1910.  

-Rocky Mountain College history 

 

While we pray it will be warmer this spring and that the lights will be on, Rocky Mountain College invites 

you and a lay leader from your church to be our honored guests for a church leader’s breakfast on Friday, 

March 15, 2019 from 8 to 9:30 a.m. The breakfast, which will be held in Fraley Lounge of the Bair Family 

Student Center, offers an opportunity for RMC leaders to deepen relationships with Montana churches 

and for you and your church leaders to learn more about the College.  

Parking is available in the Rimrock Road parking lot immediately west of Billings Studio Theater.      

Please RSVP to marc@mnwcucc.org with your name and the number of church leaders who will 

accompany you as guests. You may also RSVP online: rocky.edu/wheatley-lectures. 

 

This breakfast is planned in conjunction with the Rocky Mountain College Wheatley Lecture event,  

which is offered to the wider community on March 14 and 15, 2019. The Wheatley Lectures, focusing on 

the theme of “Creating Community in a Digital Age: Navigating Technology, Enhancing Connectedness” 

will also take place on campus. This year’s keynote speaker, Arthur Boers, is the author of “Living into 

Focus: Choosing What Matters in an Age of Distractions.” Other presenters include Dave Merkel and 

Janet Dietrich. For more information about the lecture event, visit: rocky.edu/wheatley-lectures. 

 

As chairperson of the Rocky Mountain College Church Relations Committee, I look forward to greeting 

you at the breakfast on Friday, March 15, beginning at 8:00am. I look forward to introducing you to       

RMC leaders, and learning more about the ways in which RMC can strengthen relationship with churches. 

 

God-speed, 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Marc I. Stewart 

Rocky Mountain College, Board of Trustees 

MT-NWy Conference United Church of Christ, Conference Minister 

406.647.2040 

https://www.rocky.edu/

