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Sweet Case Fundraiser 

A voice of hope, comfort, and love for children in the Montana foster care system. 

 

by Kendra Joyce on December 20, 2019 

The state of Montana currently has around 4,000 children in the foster care system. Life in the foster care system is 
not easy. Children often bounce from home to home with confused and lonely hearts carrying a glimmer of hope 
that they will find their forever safe and loving home. With two trash bags filled with their belongings packed over 
their shoulders, it is human that these children fall into the idea that they are trash themselves.  

Danyela Farrar, the Rocky Mountain College OTD SOTA chapter community service executive, began her search to 
make a change with love for her home state of Montana and a special place in her heart for children in foster care 
systems. She came across an organization called Together We Rise. The organization has a program that provides 
“Sweet Cases” for children in foster care systems. The sweet cases include, a duffle bag, a teddy bear, a blanket, 
crayons and coloring books, a toothbrush, and a loving reminder for children in foster care that they are so much 
more than two trash bags. Within 60 short days the RMC OTD SOTA chapter was honored to have gotten donations 
to total the incredible amount of $1,028.74. With the donations collected the community service committee was able 
to purchase 38 sweet cases to be distributed to Montana’s Youth Dynamics.  

Youth Dynamics is a non-profit children's mental health agency that serves children in foster care and families 
throughout the state of Montana. Youth Dynamics not only does a tremendous job providing client-centered mental 
health services to children, but they also strive to educate and support foster parents as well. The sweet case project 
has been a humbling experience for the entire RMC OTD SOTA chapter, and we are honored to be able to team up 
with such amazing organizations to make a difference in the Billings community and the state of Montana. 

 



Being the Change  

Efforts for lasting and meaningful change in the community of Billings and the state of Montana. 

 

by Kendra Joyce on December 28, 2019  

The very first class of students in the Rocky Mountain College OTD program have completed their first academic 
year. All 30 students in the graduating class of 2022 were members of RMC SOTA. The Billings community and the 
state of Montana were greeted with absolute generosity by the RMC OTD program’s first cohort. The 24 students 
that came from states outside of Montana were quick to treat Montana with the devotion and pride that those native 
to the state would. With a push from the curriculum to get the wheels of change turning, the students began a quest 
of innovation that would far surpass any that the points on a rubric could grade.  

Students took to the community with passionate hearts promoting occupational justice, spiritual, physical, 
emotional, and social well-being, therapeutic use of self, participation and involvement in meaningful occupations, 
and overall quality of life. RMC OTD students planted and designed gardens that would seed not only nutrients but 
social interaction, responsibility, enjoyment, and purpose, for community members of all ages. Students were 
advocates in some of the most vulnerable environments, such as neonatal intensive care units and substance abuse 
recovery centers with empathy and insight on ways to support mental health through an occupational therapy lens. 
Opportunities for acceptance and inclusion were educated to various community and family members to create a 
more “Dementia Friendly Billings”. Students engaged in national programs such as Utah Regional Leadership and 
Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (URLEND) in order to increase their ability to create inter-
professional relationships and provide the best possible care for their future clients. Children and adolescent’s 
sensory integration will be supported by the hard work of RMC OTD students and their plans to build sensory 
backyards at S.T.E.P programs in the community. Students have taken advantage of the social media world to 
educate and support families and caregivers with adaptative techniques to increase the quality of life and function of 
their loved ones. These social media pages can be found by searching “Bargain Adaptations” and “Sensory Play 
Program” on Facebook.  The humanity of the students in the RMC OTD program exceeded typical therapy and care 
techniques and went into the lens of using service dogs to aid with future client-centered care. The purposeful 
actions made by the RMC OTD class of 2022 will continue to motivate Billings community members and residents 
of Montana to aid in the significant changes needed to provide the highest quality of life for all.  
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